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Donnerstag, 21. Januar, folgender Vortrag statt: 
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Modality in Modern Physics: Between Humeanism and 
Dispositiona I ism 

Is there any room for modality in modern physics? Famously van Fraassen in­

sisted that 'modality is in the models' and Humeans in general argue that the 

properties of modern physics should be understood as merely 'occurrent'. 

However, Humeanism faces well-known difficulties which, following McKen­

zie, I would argue are exacerbated by modern physics. Dispositionalism, on 

the other hand, draws on examples from modern physics to support a modally 

informed 'powers' ontology. This too is problematic, as the nature of proper­

ties such as spin and charge does not mesh well with the standard 'stimulus­

and-manifestation' characterisation of dispositions. 

Nevertheless, there are other devices that one may deploy in order to con­

struct an appropriate modal metaphysics 'fit' for modern physics and here I 

shall sketch some that I consider to be potentially fruitful in this regard. This 

will be articulated within the framework advocated by myself and Kerry Mc­

Kenzie in which we suggest that so-called 'analytic' metaphysics can be re­

garded as a kind of'toolbox', to be utilised in other areas of philosophy. I shall 

conclude with some reflections on the implications of this framework for our 

conception of the aims and methods of naturalistic metaphysics. 
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