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Fachbereichskolloquium
Wintersemester 2018/ 19

I18: 15 bis 19:45, G 307

Im Rahmen des PHILOSOPHISCHEN KOLLOQUIUMS findet am
Donnerstag, 7. Februar, folgender Vortrag statt:

Prof. Dr. Mark Colyvan
University of Sidney/LMU Miinchen

Crime, Punishment, and Statistical Evidence

Various real and imagined criminal law cases provoke the intuition that there is
something wanting with purely statistical evidence in the courtroom. But in the
cases in question, the probabilities of guilt or culpability are very high—high enough
to meet the relevant standard of evidence. This problem is known as the ‘proof para-
dox”. An oft-expressed position is that legal verdicts should be based on ‘specific’
ratherthan ‘general” evidence of guilt. But it is unclear what this distinction amounts
to. Moreover, we need to know whether general evidence is supposedly problematic
for epistemic or for moral reasons. We argue that, all other things being equal, moral
considerations should not influence the import of legal evidence. And given the sali-
ent ways of distinguishing specific and general evidence, there is no good epistemic
reason for downgrading.the latter. Finally, we argue that in the problem cases, the
statistical evidence is indeed wanting but the deficiencyin question is epistemic, not
moral, in character.

Alle Interessierten, insbesondere auch Studierende, sind herzlich eingeladen.

nachster Vortrag: 14.2.
Dorothea Debus, University of York/Universitdat Konstanz
Being at One With Oneself: On the Value of Mental Self-Regulation
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